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SUB J : DISCUSSION WITH ACTING HEAD OF MARINE DIVISION OF 
BAHAMIAN POLICE FORCE 

REF: NASSAU 1131 

1. GEORGE AITKEN, ACTING HEAD OF THE MARINE DIVISION OF 
THE BAHAMIAN POLICE FORCE VISITED EMBASSY TO DISCUSS THE 
EVENT REPORTED IN REFTEL. 

2. THE DISCUSSION ALSO GOT INTO THE QUESTION OF GCOB GEN- 
ERAL FISHERIES ENFORCEMENT POLICY. MR. AITKEN STATED THAT 
THERE WAS NO CHANGE IN THE POLICY TOWARD POACHERS; IT WAS 
SIMPLY TO CONDUCT PATROLS OF THE MORE POPULAR FISHING AREAS 
AND ARREST VIOLATORS OF THE CFZ. HOPING THE ARRESTS WOULD 
DISCOURAGE POACHING. 

3. MR. AITKEN APPEARED SOMEWHAT FRUSTRATED BY THE SIZE OF 
HIS AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY BUT ADDED THAT WHEN THE GCOB 
DECLARED THE ARCHIPELAGO HIS JOB WOULD BE EASIER BECAUSE HE 
WOULD NOT HAVE ALL THE "HOLES" CREATED BY THE PRESENT TWELVE- 
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MR. AITKEN STATED THAT HIS PRESENT EFFORTS WOULD BE CONCEN- 
TRATED IN THE AREAS OF HEAVY CONCENTRATION OF FISHING VES- 
SELS: WALKER AND GRAND CAY AND THE AREA EASTWARD OF NORTH 
BIMINI AND GREAT ISAAC. (THE TWO POLICE BOATS THAT ARRES- 
TED THE "WINONA" WERE DISPATCHED AUGUST 21 TO RETURN TO THE 
AREA WHERE "WINONA" WAS ARRESTED IN ORDER TO "DO SOMETHING" 
ABOUT ALL THE ILLEGAL TRAPS PLANTED WITHIN THE CFZ.) MR. 

AITKEN MENTIONED THAT THERE WERE OTHER GOOD FISHING AREAS 
THAT ATTRACTED NON-BAHAMIANS. BUT THEY WERE TOO FAR AWAY AND 
THERE WAS NOTHING HE COULD DO ABOUT IT WITH HIS PRESENT RE- 
SOURCES. HE FELT HE WOULD NEED ABOUT 12 BOATS TO DO HIS JOB 
ADEQUATELY. 

4. WHEN ASKED WHAT GUIDANCE POLICE BOAT COMMANDERS HAVE AND 
TO WHAT EXTENT ARE POLICE BOATS ARMED, MR. AITKEN STATED 
"POLICE BOAT COMMANDERS HAVE ORDERS TO USE MINIMUM FORCE AT 
ALL TIMES. WEAPONS WILL BE USED ONLY IN RESPONSE TO WEAPONS. 
POLICE BOATS CARRY SUB-MACHINE GUNS, RIFLES AND SIDE ARMS." 

MR. AITKEN EMPHASIZED THESE WEAPONS WERE REGULARLY CARRIED 
IN ALL POLICE BOATS AND WERE NOT PLACED IN THE BOATS SPECIF- 
ICALLY FOR ANTI-POACHER OPERATIONS. 

5. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF THIS INFORMATION, THE COAST GUARD 
MAY WISH TO CONSIDER CONCENTRATING ITS SURLE PATROLS IN THE 
WALKER CAY-BIMINI AREA, SINCE THIS WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE THE 
GREATEST POTENTIAL FOR INCIDENTS. IT WOULD ALSO BE HELPFUL 
TO KNOW WHETHER, AS THE BAHAMIAN POLICE ALLEGE, THERE ARE 
LARGE NUMBER OF AMERICAN TRAPS WITHIN THE CFZ. 

6. INCIDENTALLY, THE REPORT OF THE SIGHTING OF THE F/V WIN- 
ONA IN THE BAHAMIAN CFZ ON JULY 30 CONTAINED IN THE USCGC 
DAUNTLESS' PATROL REPORT HAS BEEN USEFUL TO US IN EVALUATING 
THIS INCIDENT AND IS CLEAR EVIDENCE OF THE VALUE OF THESE 
PATROLS IN THIS SITUATION. 
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